PTA Meeting 9/22/14
1. Introduction-The President of the PTA, Laurie Kirchman, announced the intention of the meeting: to introduce members to the PTA and familiarize them with its purpose, goals, and committees. She also outlined the agenda for the night’s meeting.

2. Principal Pleat-The Principal briefly described the year’s tests and their schedule. The two main categories of tests are as follows:
a. NWEA-These district-wide reading and math tests are given three times a year. The first test is intended to provide a baseline for each student. Subsequent tests are intended to help assess what the students have learned throughout the year. Each exam takes approximately two weeks to complete. They are given 9/15-10/17, 1/6-1/29, and 4/17-mid May. 

b. The ELA exam schedule is as follows:

i. Reading- grades (3-6)  4/14-4/16

ii. Math-grades (3-6) 4/22-4/24

iii. Makeup through 4/29

iv. Science- grade 4 – 5/20-5/29

v. Science writing- 6/1

3. Treasurer- Emily Leckman Westin, the PTA Treasurer noted that last year’s expenditures totaled $5,032.05, and the revenues totaled $5,979.42. She also discussed the importance of the Fall Fundraiser flier, which had just been distributed, as it is consistently the PTA’s largest revenue source. She also said that the Budget Committee, which helps to make funding decisions, will need volunteers. 

4. President- Laurie Kirchman spoke about three themes.

a. Membership- She explained that membership dues are $10, which goes toward insurance and revenue, and that paid members can vote at the upcoming meeting. She also noted however, that parents who wish to participate in the PTA may still do so.

b. Upcoming Events- She highlighted some of TOAST’s numerous upcoming events, including October’s Scholastic Book Fair and Harvest Fest, November’s ELA night, and December’s Winter Concert, as well as the Museum Night, which will likely be in October or November. She also mentioned that every first Friday is both Spirit Day, when students are encouraged to wear their TOAST-themed clothes, and that there is bird watching in the morning before school. The PTA meeting is every third Monday, and every third Tuesday is Chat and Chew, an informal meeting intended to continue the dialogue from the PTA meeting or to afford parents who were unable to attend the PTA meeting with an additional opportunity to discuss pressing issues and connect with other PTA members and teachers.

5. Breakout Committee Groups- The PTA officers and members broke up into four groups to discuss the various committees and their goals and to gauge the skill sets, interest, and availability of parents and teachers to participate in the committees.

6. Unfinished Business & Discussions
a. The Recording Secretary position is vacant, and a vote will occur at the next meeting.

b. Some parents voiced concerns that their children were not getting to go outside for recess. Principal Pleat, who stated that recess was a personal priority, said that the teachers are free to take children outside for recess. A teacher pointed out that the most difficult issue is time. Due to the rigorous academic demands, tight schedule, and the limited number of staff, it is often difficult to find the time and staff to bring the kids out. Laurie Kirchman suggested that interested parents participate in the Recess Committee and that perhaps available parents could volunteer during the day to help facilitate the process.

7. New Business- Laurie mentioned that TOAST is in the process of exploring new instructional software, and suggested that parents try it and provide feedback. Some of the software options include Brain Pop, Brain POP Jr., Moby Max, Study Island, and Raz Kids. She also encouraged parents to set up Class Dojo accounts, which help parents to know what their kids are doing and learning throughout the day, as well as how they are behaving.

8. Announcements-Chat and Chew is on Tuesday at noon, and Open House will be on Wednesday at 5:30pm. 

